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Bill Jenkins

Director, Office of Environmental Information and Analysis 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 3
1650 Arch Street (3EA10)
Philadelphia, PA 19103

(215) 814-2911
jenkins.bill@epa.gov
Since December 2007, Bill has been the Director of the Office of Environmental Information and Analysis within the Mid-Atlantic Regional Office of the U. S. EPA.  He is responsible for managing the Region’s GIS resources, and working with federal, state and local agencies to conduct multi-objective assessments and analyses, develop decision-support tools, and use data and indicators to strategically focus implementation activities.  Prior to joining EPA, Bill spent 20 years with the Maryland Department of Natural Resources, where he was responsible for developing award winning and nationally recognized products such as Maryland’s Unified Watershed Assessment, the Green Infrastructure Assessment, and the Strategic Forest Lands Assessment.  Bill has also served as the Director of Maryland’s Nontidal Wetland and Waterway Protection Program, and has worked as a county-level land use planner and an ecologist for a private consulting firm.
John Ager
Hickory Nut Gap Farm

Asheville, North Carolina

(828) 628-2616
jager@ioa.com
John Ager is the owner of Hickory Nut Gap Farm. He also works with Drovers Road Partners on conservation easement development. He is a published author, having written We Plow God’s Fields: The Life of James G.K. McClure. He is also an Elder at the Fairview Christian Fellowship Presbyterian Church. He chairs the Buncombe County Farmland Advisory Board, and he also sits on the Buncombe County Conservation Advisory Board and the Board of Warren Wilson College.
He has four sons: Eric is a Navy helicopter pilot; Kevin is in the army, currently serving in Iraq; Jamie is a natural meats farmer; and Doug is a poet and carpenter. John also has six grandchildren.
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Penn Dameron

Executive Director, Blue Ridge National Heritage Area

Blue Ridge Parkway Headquarters
199 Hemphill Knob Road
Asheville, NC 28803

(828)-298-5330
penn@blueridgeheritage.com
Penn Dameron is the Executive Director of the Blue Ridge National Heritage Area (BRNHA), which consists of the 25 northwestern counties of North Carolina and the Qualla Boundary. The U.S. Congress designated the region a National Heritage Area in 2003. The mission of the BRNHA is to protect, preserve, interpret and develop the unique natural, historical and cultural resources of Western North Carolina for the benefit of present and future generations, and in so doing to stimulate improved economic opportunity in the region.

Penn is a native of Marion, North Carolina. He attended the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill on a Morehead Scholarship. During his college years he worked as, among other things, one of Mildred the Bear’s trainers at Grandfather Mountain. A Political Science major, Penn graduated from UNC in 1972, and from the UNC School of Law in 1975. Before going to work for the BRNHA, he was a trial lawyer and a Superior Court Judge for a combined 30 years. He served as Chairman of Western North Carolina Tomorrow and was appointed by the Governor of North Carolina to both the Year of the Mountains Commission and the Commission on the Future of North Carolina. His first love, however, is music. He began playing professionally at age 14, and has performed and recorded extensively on acoustic and electric bass, banjo, guitar, keyboards and trombone since the 1960’s.
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Kristin M. Peppel

Conservation Planning Consultant

976 Haywood Road

Asheville, NC 28806

(828) 318-6380

fax: (304) 876-7751

kristin@ashevillage.org
Kristin is a conservation planning consultant, specializing in green infrastructure and gateway community planning.  Since moving to Asheville in 2005, Ms. Peppel’s clients have included the Appalachian National Scenic Trail; Kleiwerks, International; and Land of Sky Regional Council. Prior to consulting, Kristin served as the Community-based Conservation Specialist for The Conservation Fund’s Conservation Leadership Network, based at the National Conservation Training Center in Shepherdstown, WV, for over 7 years.  During this time, Ms. Peppel providing training and technical assistance to communities striving to enhance the quality of life for residents while balancing conservation and economic development goals. In September 2003, she was named as a Ford Motors Fellow by the Ford Motor Company.  Kristin is currently pursuing a Masters degree in Ecopsychology from Naropa University, and has earned a M.S. in Environmental Education from Florida Tech in 1999, and B.S. degrees in Marine Biology and Ecology from Florida Tech in 1997.
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Linda Giltz, AICP
Regional Planner 
Land-of-Sky Regional Council
339 New Leicester Hwy, Suite 140 
Asheville, NC 28806 
(828) 251-6622 x138

fax: 828-251-6353
lindag@landofsky.org
Linda has experience in land use, transportation, growth management and economic development planning at local and regional scales.  She has worked at Land-of-Sky Regional Council since 1998 and provides technical assistance to local governments on planning and growth issues and with the development of policies, regulations and long range plans.  She also provides group facilitation services, writes grant applications and plans workshops and conferences.  Current projects include developing Mountain Ridge and Steep Slope Protection Strategies, a regional “green infrastructure” plan, a Comprehensive Plan for Madison County, and providing economic revitalization and capacity building assistance to the Town of Marshall. Past projects include developing a regional greenways plan and coordinating a regional greenways conference, a Land Use Plan for Brevard, a project to increase awareness and investment in our region’s “sense of place” assets and a regional multi-modal transportation plan.  She has coordinated campaigns that promote walking, biking, carpooling and transit and has served as member and Chair on the Asheville Greenway Commission since 2001.  

Prior to Land-of-Sky, Linda worked for the UNC-Charlotte Urban Institute and Cabarrus County, NC, performing demographic analyses, developing land use plans and performing day-to-day staff planning work.  She received a Master of Arts degree in Geography from UNC-Charlotte in 1996 to pursue urban and rural planning.  Prior to her planning career, worked as a technical and marketing consultant on banking software for IBM in Charlotte, after completing a B.S. degree from Duke University in 1981.  Linda grew up in Cleveland, Ohio, but feels very much at home in the Asheville area.
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