
Sponsored by: 
Regional Clean Air Campaign, N.C. Division of Air Quality, 

WNC Regional Air Quality Agency, Land of Sky Clean Vehicles Coalition
Thanks to Buncombe County Government TV for their support!

Annual State of Our Air Briefing and Press Conference



Annual State of Our Air Briefing and Press Conference

Friday, October 30, 2020
9:00 AM to 10:30 AM

AGENDA
Welcome and IntroductionsςBill Eaker, Land-of-Sky Regional Council (LOSRC) (3 minutes)

State and Federal Air Quality Issues UpdateςMike Abraczinskas, Director, NC Division of Air Quality, NC DEQ (20 minutes)

Local Agency Air Quality Update(Air Quality Conditions/Trends in Buncombe County) ςAshley Featherstone, Director, WNC Regional Air Quality 
Agency (10 minutes)

Air Quality Forecasting in the Mountains (Overview, Process, Recent changes)ςElliot Tardif, Meteorologist, NC Division of Air Quality, NC DEQ (10 
minutes)

A Smarter and Cleaner Energy Future for WNCςJason Walls, District Manager for WNC, Duke Energy (10 minutes) 

Cost Effective Actions to Reduce Energy Demand and Emissions -Sophie Mullinax, Project Manager, Blue Horizons Project (10 minutes)

Efforts to Reduce Emissions from Motor Vehicles in the RegionςBill Eaker, Coordinator, Land of Sky Clean Vehicles Coalition, LOSRC (10 minutes)
Question and Answer SessionςThe Press (15 minutes)

Closing RemarksςBill Eaker, LOSRC (2 minutes)

For more Information, Contact: Bill Eaker, LOSRC, 828-734-7434 cell

Working Together We Can Clear The Air!



Virtual Press Conference Housekeeping

Type your question into the 
question panel of Gotowebinar

Questions will be answered at the 
end of the webinar or followed up 
with later

Audience will be kept on mute 
during the webinar

Webinar recording and deck will 
be shared after the webinar

If you are having technology 
related issues please put that in 
the chat box or email Terry 
Albrecht at terry@landofsky.org

Having sound issues? Try dialing 
in to the call in number in the 
invitation

mailto:terry@landofsky.org


Pathways to a Cleaner Energy Future
Jason A. Walls, District Manager, Asheville Area



Building a smarter grid for YOU!

IMPROVE RELIABILITY to avoid 

outages and speed restoration

STRENGTHEN THE GRID against 

physical and cyber impacts

MORE OPTIONS AND  CONTROL 

over energy use and tools to 

save money

EXPAND SOLAR AND 

RENEWABLES across a two-way, 

smart-thinking grid
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SMART-THINKING GRID:  predicts maintenance, 
quickly identifies outages and automatically reroutes 
service to keep power on for customers. 

Equipment health 

monitoring

Faster outage 

identification and 

isolation

Intelligent 

two-way flow of 

electricity

Automatic 

switching and 

restoration



2020 IRP: Pathways to a Cleaner Energy Future
National Leader in Reducing Carbon Emissions

Á Upfront, robust stakeholder engagement.

ÁMultiple generation paths outlined to reduce 
emissions, including possible options to cut 
carbon by 70% by 2030.

Á Aggressive targets achievable with 
investments in solar, wind, energy storage, 
grid, new technologies, policy 
advancements.

Á Significant grid investments necessary to 
support transition to renewable, storage and 
zero-emitting resources.



2020 IRP: Pathways to a Cleaner Energy Future ïGetting There!
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Investments in the Asheville Areaôs Energy Future

Å75% more efficient than the 
now-retired coal plant it 
replaced

ÅBecause natural gas burns 
cleaner than coal:

a. 60% reduction in carbon 
dioxide emissions per 
megawatt-hour.

b. 99% reduction in sulfur dioxide.

c. 40% reduction in nitrogen 
oxides. 

d. Mercury has been eliminated.



Investments in the Asheville Areaôs Energy Future

Á$600 million in battery projects 
across the six states.

ÁBatteries can provide:

ÁBackup energy storage

ÁControl energy flow inside 
power lines

ÁMultiple applications 

ÁOther local projects:

ÁHot Springs microgrid

ÁRiverside storage

ÁAsheville plan solar/storage
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Working Together: NC Clean Energy Plan 

Á Duke Energy is an active participant in the stakeholder process 

Á Seeking common ground with environmental groups, public advocates, electric co-ops, 
municipalities and other companies

Á Ambitious goals for 70% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030; carbon neutrality 
by 2050

Á Report due to the governor by 2020
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Department of Environmental Quality

NC Air Quality Update 
October 30, 2020

Annual WNC State of Our Air Briefing

Mike Abraczinskas, Director, NC Division of Air Quality



State of the Air - NC
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Visibility Improvements - You can see the progress!
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Most Impaired Days - Standard Visual Range and Particle  Contributions to Light Extinction*

Great Smoky Mountains National Park
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2020 Ozone Season
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Department of Environmental Quality

ÅMonitoring data show statewide attainment (no violations) to date
ÅNo exceedances at any monitor in 2020

ÅCharlotte Area:

ÅDesign values will decline for 2018-2020

Charlotte Area 

Monitor Sites

2020 4th high for violation 

(ó18-ô20 Design Value)

2021 4th high for violation 

(ó19-ô21 Design Value)*

Garinger 69 ppb 80 ppb

Monroe 73 ppb 92 ppb

University Meadows 72 ppb 81 ppb

* Projected value based on data through 10/12/2020.



2019/20 Ozone Season Comparison (Charlotte Area) 
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Monitor Sites

2019 Code 

Yellow Days

2020 Code 

Yellow Days*

2019 Code 

Orange Days

2020 Code 

Orange Days*

North Carolina

Garinger 62 14 7 0
Monroe 60 0 3 0

University Meadows 67 22 6 0

South Carolina

York Landfill 72 2 9 0
Catawba Indian Nation 44 2 2 0

* Based on data through: 10/12/2020.



Impacts of Pandemic on Air Quality
A Preliminary Look
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Note: NCDOT data


