


MOBILE WORKSHOPS
Sunday, November 13 at 11:45 a.m.
1.  Fletcher and Hendersonville Greenways (approx. 2.5 hours)
Tour leaders:  

Jon Calabria, ASLA, Upper French Broad Watershed Training Center Coordinator


Reggie Hall, Director of Land Protection, Carolina Mountain Land Conservancy  

John Antrim, Chair, Apple Country Greenways Commission
Cane Creek is located within the town of Fletcher and is part of the French Broad River Basin watershed, which flows to the Tennessee, Ohio, and Mississippi Rivers. Years ago, adjacent agricultural use altered the natural flow of Cane Creek, contributing to excessive stream bank erosion. In addition, water quality and aquatic habitat also deteriorated. Left untouched, continuous erosion of Cane Creek’s stream banks would have caused significant damage to both agricultural and private lands, as well as hinder the local pocket park and greenway initiatives.

The site design goals were to: (1) re-establish the riparian buffer; (2) decrease sedimentation within Cane Creek; (3) improve aquatic habitat; (4) integrate restoration efforts and re-vegetation with innovative trail design; and (5) demonstrate a model greenway project.

The final project reconstructed 400 linear feet of Cane Creek using natural channel design techniques to stabilize the eroding banks and re-established a buffer using a variety of trees, shrubs, and live stakes.  This project has helped policymakers, environmental designers, natural resource professionals, homeowners, and students understand the importance of protecting our streams and riparian areas with aesthetically pleasing alternatives to erosion and habitat loss.

Oklawaha Greenway, Hendersonville, NC – Economics and other considerations dictated that the envisioned Oklawaha Greenway had to be divided into three main segments.

The segment known as Phase One was selected as the first segment to be constructed because it provided a connection between the other two segments which are walkable.  Although less than a mile in length, the initial alignment choices for Phase One were reduced to one as cost, flooding, and habitat concerns eliminated the others.  The final design, which was done by the Hendersonville City Engineer, was a design that had to incorporate some compromises. 

The segment that has been designated Phase Two is primarily that of upgrading the existing trail to the standards used for Phase One.  The segment that has been designated as Phase Three is primarily that of upgrading the sidewalk of a city street that will provide a connection to the central business district of Hendersonville.  This phase has many obstacles to overcome and probably has to be considered as an urban renewal project.   

2.  Reed Creek and Glenn’s Creek Greenways in Asheville (approx. 2 hours)
Tour Leaders:  
Steven Lee Johnson, ASLA, Sitework Studios, PLLC

Seth Hendler-Voss, ASLA, Park and Greenway Planner, City of Asheville

This tour highlights two urban greenways in the heart of Asheville, which when completed, will provide a connection from UNC Asheville and nearby neighborhoods to/from downtown.  They are central pieces of Asheville’s Greenway Master Plan.  Tour leaders will describe the process used to design and develop these greenways and some of the features that will be incorporated into the Reed Creek Greenway to improve water quality and provide public education.  It will highlight some of the construction and design details as well as how the land was assembled  and the various funding sources.  It will mention the cooperation and partnerships with NCSU Water Quality Group, UNC Asheville, the Health Adventure and neighborhood organizations.       

3.  Wilma Dykeman Riverway Plan and French Broad River Greenways (approx. 2 hrs.)
Tour Leader:


Karen Cragnolin, Riverlink
This tour highlights the historic background of the river as the industrial and entertainment heart of the city.  It also showcases sustainable development opportunities and discusses the economic impacts of green space.  Attendees will have an opportunity to understand the connections and links between the river and downtown Asheville, Biltmore Village, and the Blue Ridge Parkway. The tour also highlights the French Broad and Swannanoa rivers as “outdoor classrooms” and as demonstration projects for the entire French Broad River watershed from Rosman to Knoxville, Tennessee.  

4.  Tour of Trails at the North Carolina Arboretum (approx. 2 hours)
Tour Leader:

Paula Robbins, long-time volunteer guide at the Arboretum and member of Asheville’s Greenway Commission

This two-hour walk will highlight:  new Spectralite signage recently installed on the Natural Garden Trail, built by the volunteer trail maintenance crew of the Carolina Mountain Club; low impact development strategies to preserve and improve water quality, installed by grounds crew and designed by Jon Calabria, Landscape Architect and Upper French Broad Watershed Training Center Coordinator; and the Arboretum’s new maintenance facility, one of ten state facility “green buildings” that have been completed or are under construction across the state as demonstration projects.  Sturdy footwear is required for this four-mile walk with some ups and downs and rough terrain.
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