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Lee Anderson, AICP, Development and Design Services Director for the City of Morganton, NC, is responsible for City Planning, Engineering, Building Inspection and Redevelopment Commission activities.  Lee has led Morganton’s greenway development efforts from concept through construction.  Building the Catawba River Greenway Project provides Lee an opportunity to mix his love for the outdoors with his profession of community planning and grant writing. The Catawba River Greenway Resource Area now encompasses nearly 600 acres along approximately 6 miles of the River and its tributaries.  Lee has successfully leveraged around $5 million in grant funding to build this project and more is expected in the future.  Contact: 828-438-5270 or landerson@ci.morganton.nc.us.
Angel Banks is Right-of-Way Manager for the Metropolitan Sewerage District of Buncombe County and has 22 years of experience in the public utility and real estate fields.  Over the past three years she has worked with area municipalities to develop a greenway program whereby sewer easements may be utilized for greenway corridors.  Angel created the sewer authority’s right of way division, establishing policies and procedures for right of way acquisition over the 1,000 plus miles of public sewer lines conveyed to the authority in 1991.  She is responsible for all aspects of right of way work and is accountable for a 1.4 million-dollar budget this year.  Angel is a member of the International Right of Way Association and currently serves as Vice Chair of the Southeastern US Region.  Contact: 828-225-8283 or abanks@msdbc.org.
David P. Bender, AICP, is the Planning Program Manager for the NCDOT Division of Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation. David is responsible for overseeing the first and only statewide Comprehensive Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning Grant Program in the country. He is also responsible for the planning and implementation of bicycle and pedestrian facilities in the 14 Highway Divisions across the state.  David has been a Planning Consultant, Planning Director, Inspections Director and Town Manager in both small and large communities. He was most recently a Rail Planner for NCDOT, responsible for the development of the WNC Passenger Rail Study, which evaluated the feasibility of restoring passenger rail service to Asheville.  He completed a second feasibility study that evaluated the restoration of passenger rail service to Wilmington and Southeast North Carolina.  Contact: 919-715-2340 or dbender@dot.state.nc.us.
Irby Brinson has worked with the Asheville Parks and Recreation Department since 1975, and he has served as Director since 1995.  Irby coordinated the Department’s efforts for Agency Accreditation in 1994 – earning Asheville the distinction of having the first municipal recreation department accredited in the country.  In 1999 and 2004, he coordinated the Department’s efforts for re-accreditation.  He has written and presented numerous articles on accreditation and has served or chaired a number of site visitation teams for Parks and Recreation and University accreditation.  In 2004-05 he chaired the NCRPS/SCRPA Joint Conference and Legislative Committee for the North Carolina Recreation and Parks Society.  Irby’s honors include NRPA Gold Medal Winner - Class III in 2002, and finalist in 2000, 2001 and 2002.  Contact: 828-259-5800 or ibrinson@ashevillenc.gov.
Jon Calabria, ASLA, graduated from the School of Environmental Design, University of Georgia and is a registered Landscape Architect in North Carolina and Georgia.  As a landscape architect with the North Carolina State University, Water Quality Group, Jon is the French Broad Training Center Coordinator who manages water quality preservation and restoration projects for demonstration and public education.  His work experience includes stream and wetland restoration, conservation master planning, greenway, park and recreation design.  Contact: 828-665-2492, ext. 265 or jon_calabria@ncsu.edu.
  
Marc Collins is a Senior Planner with Burke County Community Development.
Formerly, he worked in the recreation profession in Orange and Catawba counties. He has direct and broad experience in trail and park design and maintenance as well as programming for such facilities.  During the past four years his work has focused on recreation- and tourism-based planning, working on the Lake James Small Area Plans, Lake James Trails Inc.; the Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail; the Upper Catawba River Canoe Trail; and the Greater Hickory Metro Recreation Based Economic Development Initiative, among other projects.  Contact: 828-439-4362 or mcollins@co.burke.nc.us.
Karen Cragnolin is an attorney licensed to practice law in the state of New York and the District of Columbia.  She is currently serving as the Executive Director of RiverLink, Inc., a not-for-profit corporation spearheading the economic and environmental revitalization of the French Broad River as a place where people can work, live and play.  Karen serves on the Asheville Tree & Greenway Commissions, the Board of Trustees of the Clean Water Management Trust Fund, and the Board of Visitors of Warren Wilson College, as well as several other boards and commissions.  Her awards include “Friend of the River” in 1992, and “Downtown Hero” in 1991.  Contact: 828-252-8474, ext. 110 or karen@riverlink.org.
Edward Davis is an Architectural Historian and Project Manager for the Enhancement Unit at NCDOT.  Projects include the complete rehabilitation of the rail depots located in Selma, Rocky Mount, Greensboro, High Point, Hamlet, Salisbury, Morganton and Marion as well as numerous greenways and streetscapes throughout the state.  Formerly, he was in private practice with Marcellus Wright, Cox and Smith Architects in Richmond, Virginia.  His projects included the restoration of the former Loews Movie Palace into the Carpenter Center for the Performing Arts, The Bishops House for the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia and the rehabilitation of the original university buildings at The University of Richmond.  Edward was appointed by Governor Easley and is serving as Treasurer to the North Carolina State Capitol Foundation. Contact: 919-733-2039 or edavis@dot.state.nc.us.
  

Linda Giltz, AICP, is a Regional Planner for Land-of-Sky Regional Council.  Linda has experience in land use, growth management, transportation and greenway planning and at local and regional scales.  She provides technical assistance to local governments on planning and development issues, writes grant applications, plans workshops and conferences and provides group facilitation services.  She has helped raise funds for and plan greenway projects in Henderson County and Asheville and coordinated campaigns that promote walking, biking, carpooling and transit. She is an advocate for more safe walkways and bikeways. She currently serves as Chair of the Asheville Greenway Commission and is interested in initiating a regional heritage greenway project.  Contact: 828-251-6622 or lindag@landofsky.org.
Reggie Hall began work with the Carolina Mountain Land Conservancy in the fall of 2002 and is currently the Director of Land Protection for the Conservancy.  Reggie received his Juris Doctor and Masters of Studies in Environmental Law degrees from Vermont Law School.  As part of his legal education, he spent the summer of 2001 working for The Conservancy of Southwest Florida in their Environmental Policy and Land Acquisition department.  Contact: 828-697-5777 or reggie@carolinamountain.org.
Deirdre Hewitt is the NC Project Director with the Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program of the National Park Service.  Formerly, she served as the program’s Louisiana Project Director and as an Outdoor Recreation Planner.  Her papers include “Forest Species Diversity in Upper Elevation Hardwood Forest in the Southern Appalachian Mountains."  Deirdre has also worked as a Planner and Environmental Specialist with the State of Florida’s Division of State Lands, Office of Environmental Services, and as a Planner with the Greenways and Trails Program.  She is an active outdoor enthusiast.  Contact: 828-271-4779 ext. 201 or deirdre_hewitt@nps.gov.
Sig Hutchinson, an advocacy leader, professional speaker and consultant, has been called “The Greenway Guy,” “Mr. Open Space” and “Mr. Greenjeans.”  As an advocacy leader, Sig has taken an active role with environmental, recreation and transportation issues across the Triangle region.  He chairs the Wake County Open Space and Parks Advisory Committee, working to acquire important natural areas throughout the county and has been acknowledged as “Tarheel of the Week” by the News & Observer for successfully leading three bond referendums for open space preservation and parks totaling $88 million dollars.  As past President of the Triangle Greenways Council, Sig has been instrumental in building 180 miles of interconnected greenways across three counties and numerous municipalities known locally as the “Circle the Triangle.”  Contact: 919-376-5413 or Sig@SigHutchinson.com.
Steven Lee Johnson, ASLA, is the Principal Owner of Sitework Studios, a landscape architecture and land planning firm with a staff of six professionals.  His current project list includes a wide variety of projects involving parks and greenways, urban design, commercial, resort and residential design throughout the southeastern United States.  Steven also worked on parks and greenways projects as project manager for the City of Asheville and for Nimrod Long and Associates in Birmingham, Alabama.  In 1993 he received the American Society of Landscape Architects’ Certificate of Honor.  He is a member of the American Society of Landscape Architects and the National Trust for Historic Preservation. Contact: 828-225-4945, ext. 202 or sljohnson@siteworkstudios.com.
Woody Keen represents Trail Dynamics, the leading trail service provider in the southeast.  Their services include trail feasibility studies, planning, design and construction; trail structure (bridges, crib walls, riser steps) design and build; trail reconstruction and maintenance contracts; and trail consulting and education services.  Trail Dynamics has completed many public and private sector projects, including public projects in state forests and national parks, universities, and cities, and private projects for The Biltmore Estate, Sylvan Habitat Development, Pinnacle Falls Development, and the Asheville School.  Trail Dynamics also provides educational workshops, trails training and speaking engagements at trail conferences.  Contact: 828-862-5613 or ascentdesc@citcom.net.
Yon Lambert is the Deputy Director of Palmetto Conservation Foundation (PCF) in South Carolina, a statewide non-profit that provides community development assistance, conserves natural and cultural resources, and promotes active living. He is the statewide project manager of the Palmetto Trail, a 425-mile bicycling and pedestrian project, and he founded innovative programs such as Bike Town Spartanburg.  As the principal planner for the Palmetto Trail project, Yon has acquired rights-of-way, planned or built numerous bicycle-pedestrian routes and secured in excess of $4 million for development.  He is an avid cyclist and runner.  Contact: 864-948-9615 or ylambert@palmettoconservation.org.
Darrell McBane is the State Trails Coordinator for the North Carolina Division of Parks and Recreation, Department of Environment and Natural Resources.  He has served in this position for 15 years.  Formerly, he served three years as Director of Parks and Recreation for Carteret County, NC; and for two years as Manager for the Town of Liberty NC. 
Contact: 919-846-9995 or Darrell.McBane@ncmail.net.
Tom Norman is the Director of the NCDOT Division of Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation.  Tom has served on NCDOT task forces that developed Traditional Neighborhood Development Street Guidelines and Bridge Policy.  He oversaw the production of North Carolina Bicycle Facilities Planning and Design Guidelines and chaired a task force working to mainstream bicycling and walking in the planning, design, and operations units of NCDOT.  One of the oldest state DOT bike programs in the country and the most comprehensive in scope, the NCDOT Division of Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation is the winner of FHWA’s 2005 Environmental Excellence Award for Nonmotorized Transportation.  Tom has bicycle toured throughout the USA.  Contact: 919-715-2342 or tnorman@dot.state.nc.us.
James Patrick, P.E., an Engineer with the City of Hendersonville, NC, is responsible for the design and construction of water and sewer lines, structures, sidewalks, greenways, bridges and streets, and preparation of storm water management plans.  Formerly, James worked with divisions of the California Department of Water Resources on dam safety, design and construction and operations and maintenance.  He is a member of the American Society of Civil Engineers and the American Association of State Dam Officials.  He is a graduate of the U. S. Army Command and General Staff College; and he completed training for ECAAR (Environmental Compliance Assessment, Army Reserve).  Contact: 828-697-3060 or jpatrick@cityofhendersonville.org.
Tim Richards has been a program officer with The Community Foundation of Western North Carolina since September 2001.  At the Foundation, his work includes assisting nonprofits from the 18 counties of WNC to address community needs through several competitive grant programs. He serves as the lead staff for Strategy, Organizational Development and Pigeon River Fund grant programs. Tim has over 20 years experience working in community and economic development in Western North Carolina, including technical assistance programs with local government agencies, small businesses and nonprofit organizations.  He is a graduate of Leadership Asheville (2000), the NC Rural Economic Development Institute (1996) and State University College at Oswego, New York (1971).  Contact: 828-254-4960 or trichards@cfwnc.org.
Kieran Roe is Executive Director of the Carolina Mountain Land Conservancy in Hendersonville, NC, where he oversees five permanent staff and four AmeriCorps members.  He has helped acquire over $350,000 in foundation grants, and over $1.5 million in government grants.  He has overseen the completion of 35 conservation projects, protecting some 10,000 acres; supervised watershed and green space conservation planning projects; built CMLC’s easement monitoring program; initiated successful educational events, including conservation easement workshops for area professionals; and developed effective working relationships with local/state partners: the Nature Conservancy, Land-of-Sky Regional Council, Blue Ridge Protection Partnership and others.  Contact: 828-697-5777 or Kieran@carolinamountain.org.
Bill Ross is the Secretary of the NC Department of Environment and Natural Resources, appointed by Governor Easley.  An attorney who specializes in environmental law, Bill has broad civic and professional experience in a variety of land conservation and environmental protection efforts.  He has been a member and leader of many committees and organizations that focus on preserving open space, parks and greenways and on environmental education. They include The Nature Conservancy, the Guilford County Parks and Recreation Committee, the Piedmont Land Conservancy, the Raleigh Greenway Commission, the N.C. Environmental Education Fund and N.C. Environmental Defense.  Contact: 919-714-4102.
Tony Sexton is the Haywood County Greenway Project Manager.  He coordinates the greenway activities throughout the county, including the creation of a master plan, negotiating and drafting of easements with private land owners, and overseeing construction of greenway trails.  Tony came to North Carolina in 1999 after practicing law in Tampa for 30 years. Tony and his wife Linda live on a small farm outside of Waynesville where they raise llamas, horses, chickens and guineas. Contact: 828-452-3351 or tsexton@haywoodnc.net.

Hank Shuler is Continuing Education Director at Southwestern Community College in Bryson City, NC, and President of Friends of the Greenway in Franklin, NC.  She was formerly a CPA and then a General Manager for Accounting and Insurance firms.  An MBA graduate of Western Carolina University, Hank’s community service has included leadership in the Franklin Rotary Club, Macon County Tourism Development Committee, Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce, and Mountain Stewardship Alliance.  Contact: Southwestern Community College: 828-488-6413; hanks@southwesterncc.edu; Friends of the Greenway: 828-369-8488 or frogs@LittleTennessee.org.
Sarah Strunk serves as Director of Active Living by Design, a national program of The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.  Part of the UNC School of Public Health, Active Living by Design promotes changes in local community design, transportation and architecture that make it easy for people to be physically active. As Director, Ms. Strunk is responsible for overseeing all aspects of program operations, technical assistance, partnership development and sustainability planning for this $15.5 million dollar initiative. She previously served as Deputy Director for 3½ years. In addition, she is a Clinical Instructor in the School’s Department of Health Policy and Administration (HPAA), where she lectures and teaches strategic planning, business planning and professional development.

Contact: 919-843-3122 or sarah_strunk@unc.edu.
Dwayne Stutzman, with 31 years of experience in the field of trails, serves as the Western Regional Trails Specialist with the NC Division of Parks and Recreation.  Dwayne works in the western 31 counties of North Carolina, assisting state, federal, regional, county and local governmental entities, as well as private non-profit and grass root organizations interested in the development of trails, greenways, and open space programs.  An outdoor recreation planner since 1980, Dwayne has worked with state trails programs in Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas and North Carolina.  Contact: 828-296-4692 or Dwayne.Stutzman@ncmail.net.
Elizabeth Teague, AICP, is the Planning Director for the Town of Black Mountain. She has worked on a variety of greenway projects in Western North Carolina, including Master Plans and greenway development for Asheville, Henderson County and Fletcher.  Before coming to Black Mountain she served as a transportation planner with the French Broad River Metropolitan Planning Organization, the Planning Director for the Town of Fletcher and as a regional planner with Land-of-Sky Regional Council.  Contact: 828-669-9784 or Elizabeth.Teague@townofblackmountain.org.
Beth Timson, ASLA, AICP is Assistant Director for Park Development for the Durham, NC, Department of Parks and Recreation.  She wrote the Durham Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2003-2013 and the Durham Trails and Greenways Master Plan 2001, as well as “Preserving and Funding Greenways Corridors.” Beth developed bicycle and pedestrian plans for Durham and Durham County, including designation of local trails into state, regional, and national systems.  She has served as staff for the Durham Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission, Joint City/County Planning Commission, Durham Open Space and Trails Commission, Recreation Advisory Committee, and DENR Greenway Advisory Panel.  Contact: 919-560-4355 or Beth.Timson@durhamnc.gov.
David Tuch is a landscape architect whose project work has included greenways and park planning, conservation subdivision design, sustainable design and planning, stormwater management, and forest restoration.  His experience includes Black Mountain Greenway Projects and the Clingman Forest Greenway Master Plan.  David is a member of the Asheville Greenway Commission and the Western North Carolina Green Building Council.  Contact: 828-253-6856 or David@Equinoxenvironmental.com.
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